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documents which have since come to light, as well as by
talks which the present writer was privileged to have with
him in 1923. Dobrorolski writes:
On July 11 [N. 8., 24], St. Olga's Day, between 11
o'clock and noon, the* Chief of the General Staff, General
lanushkevich, called me on the service telephone and told
me to come immediately to his office.
"The situation is very serious," he said as I entered.
"Austria has delivered a wholly unacceptable ultimatum to
the Serbian Government and we cannot remain indifferent.
It has been decided to announce this publicly and decisively.
Tomorrow there will appear in the Russkii Invalid a short
official warning, saying that all Russia is following with
close attention the course of the negotiations between the
Austro-Hungarian and the Serbian Governments, and will
not remain inactive if the dignity and the integrity of the
Serbian people, our blood brothers, are threatened with
danger.39 Have you everything ready for the proclamation
of the mobilization of our army?"
Upon my replying in the affirmative, the Chief of the
General Staff said to me, "In an hour bring to me all the
documents relative to preparing of our troops for war, which
provide, in case of necessity, for proclaiming partial mobil-
ization against Austria-Hungary only. This mobilization
must give no occasion to Germany to find any grounds of
hostility to herself."
I pointed out that a partial mobilization was out of the
question. But General lanushkevich ordered me anew to
make a detailed report to him after an hour in accordance
with his decision already made. . . . The absolute impossi-
bility of a partial mobilization of the army was evident
By what motives was our strategy to be guided? By
political considerations. [Dobrorolski then explains that on
account of the system of alliances Russia was convinced
that a war between Austria and Russia would inevitably
3» For the text of the announcement as actually made on July 25:
see R.OJB., 10.

